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DEFENCE 


OP THE 


»ConrucTt of BarBaDots, &c. 


S IR, 


E not ſurpriſed at the Freedom of 
this Addreſs from an unknown 
Hand; ſince the Writer has no Motive 
to induce him to it, that can give you 
cauſe to be aſhamed either on your Ac- 
count or his. He has indeed thought 
Proper to conceal his Name; but that 

was only from a juſt Senſe of his flen- 
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der Talents for the Preſs, and not from 
any Deſign which can impeach his Can- 
dour in the Event, 

His Country has been cruelly "a 
ſed, and charged with the greateſt Failure 
in her Duty on an Occaſion where he 
knows that you, Sir, can teſtify in part, 
and where he can ſupply the Proofs for 
what remains to ſhew, that ſhe has ated, 
as far as ſhe had the Power to act, with 
Fidelity and Zeal. 

Had I indeed indulged a fond Pre- 


ſumption upon the Strength of ſome few 


Inſtances of your partial Kindneſs for 
Barbadoes, J might have ventured to ad- 
dreſs theſe Sheets to you as to my Coun- 
try's Friend : But I mean no more at 
preſent than to appeal to you as to the 
Friend of Truth and Juſtice, NT 

Did the Cauſe which I have taken 
in Hand require a Patron, I know the 


Voice of this Community would at once 


direct me to make Choice of you ; but 


when Truth and Juſtice are on its Side, 


may I not be bold enough to think that 
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it is too good to ſtand in need of any 
bother than its own clear Merits for Sup- 
port? The Cauſe muſt be extremely good 


indeed if ſuch an Advocate as I can plead 
it with Succeſs. 


If Defamation be a Crime forbidden 


by the Laws of God, and puniſhable by 


thoſe of Man, in Caſes where the Chara- 
cter of a ſingle Perſon only is affected; 
how much more heinous does the Crime 


become when committed with a View to 


injure, nay deſtroy, the Credit of @ whole 
Community] And if general Reflections 


upon a Nation be thought injurious, even 


where the Miſbehaviour of ſome Particu- 
lars ſhall afford a Colour for ſuch Re- 
flections; how highly aggravating is the 
Injury to a People to be bitterly traduced 
in an Inſtance, where not the Shadow of 
a Delinquency appears upon an honeſt 


Scrutiny, nay where every Individual has 
been ſollicitous to act for the immediate 
Honour of the whole: And withal under 


a Circumſtance ſufficient to excite Deſ- 


Pair, where their diſtant Situation from 
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the great World, in which the Slander 
came abroad, robs them of the Means of 
all immediate Vindication of themſelves ; 
ſo that the Impreſſion once received to 
their Diſadvantage, may by a Combina- 
tion of unlucky Incidents remain fixt for 
ever. 3 

Such, Sir, we have but too much Rea- 
ſon to apprehend may be the cruel Fate, 
for ſuch, as I have juſt now in general 
Terms complained of, has been the par- 
ticular Misfortune of this Country : All 
owing to the ungrateful Office of One, 
who could have no poflible Provocation 
for publiſhing ſuch atrocious Falſehoods 
to abuſe us, but the innocent Miſtake of 
one worthy Family in the Iſland ; who 


took him whilſt on the Spot to be a Man 


of Candour and Politeneſs, and treated 
him under their Roof with a Degree of Ci- 
vility and Reſpect due only to ſo deſerving 
a Character. It will readily occur to you, 
that I mean Capt, Gardiner of the Ma- 
rines, Author of An Account of the Expe- 
dition to the Meſt Indies, &c. or rather the 

Author 
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[7] 
Author of the curious Preface to that 
Account; ſince Charity would almoſt in- 
cline me, even againſt my better Judg- 
ment, to embrace an Opinion conceived 
by many, that we are indebted for the 
Preface to ſome other Hand. In favour 
of which Opinion I muſt here take Leave 
to mention a certain Anecdote concern- 


ing Capt. Gardiner's Account or Journal; 


which, how little agreeable ſoever it may 
be to the Gentleman to have publiſhed, 
is yet too material for my preſent Pur- 
poſe to conceal ; and the Captain has ſhewn 
us the Way to lay aſide all kind of Cere- 
mony in our Animadverſions on each 
other's Conduct. The Secret then is this: 
Although in the Preface it is declared, 
that the Journal was written en Capt. 
Gardiner's Paſſage home, yet in Fact, that 
very Journal was produced by Capt. Gar- 
diner in the very Family I have mentioned, 
before he left Barbadoes, and whilſt the 
Ships of War were waiting for the Day 
appointed for them to take the Trade to 
England, And I muſt obſerye to you, 

; A4 that 
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that at that Time no ſuch Preface as this 


appeared to it; nor was the leaſt Deſign 


then intimated by the Captain, to blaſt 
the Credit of a Country where he was re- 
ceived with Courteſy, and in which he was 
accuſtomed to unboſom himſelf without 
Reſerve. On the contrary, this Family 
recollect ſome Paſſages in the Journal, 
not much tothe Advantage of the Courage 
or Conduct of a certain great Sea Offi- 
cer upon that Expedition; which Paſ- 
ſages have been either greatly ſoftened 
or ſunk upon us in the printed Copy, not 
much as it would ſeem to the Advantage 
of the Author's own Spirit, or his pre- 
tended Candour. 
But excluſive of this Remark, I obſerve 
a manifeſt Contradiction in the Journal 
to a Fact aſſerted in the Preface, which 
almoſt confirms me in the Suſpicion that 
they are the Works of different Hands. 
In the Preface it is ſaid that“ they (the 
People of theſe. Iſlands) * exclaimed 
« againſt the Capitulation of Guadaloupe, 
* but 
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4 * hut gave very little Aſſiſtance towards 
de the Reduction of it; and not even 
© that, as long as the Troops remain 
« ed at Baſſe Terre, nor till after the 
« Death of General Haßſon, when they 
* found by General Barrington's Mo- 
* tions on the Side of Grand Terre, that 
* there were no Hopes left of his quitting 
© the Iſland; they then ſent Negroes to, 
t the Army, in Expectation, as I imagine 
&« (ſays the Author) of coming in for their 
«© Share of the Plunder when the Iſland 
© ſhould be taken.” And yet in the 
Journal, in the 3d Page of it, he ac- 
knowledges that 46 Negroes were ſent 
on board each Line of Battle Sbip to dra 
the Cannon on Shore, &c. from this Iſland, 
in Conſequence of ſome Aſſemblies of the 
Council held on the Occaſion. Now, had 
the Preface and the Journal been really 
written by the ſame Hand, and formed 
on one original Deſign, is it likely that 
ſo palpable a Miſtake as this could have 
riſen in the Work? And does it not look 
a little ſuſpicious, after what I have ob- 
ſerved, 


10 
ſerved, that the goad Genius of that ſame 
Sea Officer whom I have hinted at, 
(which inviſible Being, without any great 
Strain upon the Senſe of Things, we may 
ſuppoſe as acting too the Part of the evil 
Genius of this Country) might have lucki- 
ly ſlipt in before the Author had commit- 
ted his fair Copy to the Preſs; and for its 
Improvement very obligingly contributed 
all thoſe elegant Strokes of Satire in the 
Preface, to make up for the many dif- 


carded coarſe Touches of honeſt Narra- 


tive, which had been much too grating 
in the Journal ? 


However, as Capt. Gardiner has thought 


proper to adopt the Preface as his own, 
it will not be fair in me to rob. him of 
the Merit of it; eſpecially when I am 
going to diſplay that Merit in its juſt Light 


before you. The Deſign (he ſays) of 
© ſubmitting to the Publick the follow-. 


ing Sheets, is principally owing to a Va- 
i riety of Aſperſions thrown, out upon 
the Britiſb Officers employed in this Ex- 
*. pedition, by the Inhabitants of our 

\ « Lee- 
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© Leeward Colonies;” and that we of 
this Iſland might not be exempted from 
our Share of this heavy Charge, he has 
taken Care afterwards to name Barbadboes 
with Antigua, as the Places where ** thoſe 
« Virulences were profuſely ſpread abroad 
« at the Time the Convoy was collecting 
* together, that determined him, in 015 
« Paſſage home, to draw a little Account 
% of all the material Movements of the 


Fleet and Forces, Cc. Cc... 


Now I would be glad to know in 
what Company it was in this Iſland, that 
Capt. Gardiner was ſo particularly offend- 
ed with the Aſperſions thrown out againſt 
the Britiſb Officers employed on the Ex- 
pedition; and which Officer it was, either 
in the Land or Sea Service, that ever was 
ſpoken of, in his own Preſence, or that of 
any of his Friends, with the leaſt kind of 
Diſrepect, excepting the Sea Officer above 
named? But with regard to that Officer, 
1 hope Capt. Gardiner can have no Ob- 
jection to the Virulences thrown out againſt 


bim amongſt the People of this Iſland, 


1 ſeeing 


C 12] 
ſeeing that they were ſuch as the Captain 
himſelf aſſiſted to propagate ; and that his 
own particular Account of Things, at that 
Time faithfully relied upon, becauſe at 
that Time given without a Byaſs on his 
Mind, and with the warm Signature of 
Truth, actually confirmed many in a 
downright unfavourable Opinion of the 
Perſon meant; whoſe Conduct had been 
till then the Subject only of their Diſtruſt. 
Upon the Suppoſition then of what 
Capt. Gardiner has aſſerted to the Diſad- 
vantage of this Iſland, for declining to give 0 
a proper Aſſiſtance to the Expedition, does 
it not here appear a little extraordinary in 
that Author, to be givinga Looſe to his In- 
vectives againſt one Perſon, for the faulty 
Part which he conceived him to have act- 
ed upon the Expedition, in the very Com- 
pany of others, whom he thought as faulty 
in zheirs upon the ſame Occaſion, and a- 
gainſt whom he was about to inveigh as 
bitterly in another Place upon that very 
Account? How are we to reconcile this 
» ſeeming Diſingenuity in Capt. Gardiner's 
Beha- 
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viour; thus venting his Abuſes in this 


Iſland againſt the Conduct of the aforeſaid 
Officer alone, and on the other Side of 
the Water venting his Abuſes as pro- 
fuſely againſt the Conduct of this Iſland ? 
How are we, I ſay, to bring off the dou- 
ble Dealer in this Scene? For my own 
Part, I am not able to do it, though it 
will be eaſy to account for his Conduct, 
upon this Principle : That as he had ex- 
poſed a particular Man's Character to the 
Ridicule of the People of Barbadoes, he 
deemed it neceſſary to make a Sacrifice of 
the Character of the People of Barbadzes 
to that Man's particular Reſentment. 

But what the real Sentiments of the 
Publick of Barbadoes were, concerning our 
Acquiſition of Guadaloupe, and the Beha- 
viour of the Britiſb Forces employed in 
the Reduction of it, is not, God be praiſed! 
to be left to the Deciſion of Capt. Gar- 
diner, as great a Critic as he may think 
himſelf in Life as well as Letters; but 
will be determined by a nobler Teſti- 


mony, ſuch as does an Honour to our 


Country, 
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Country, and will ſtamp a Value upon 
theſe Sheets when I ſhall give it in the 
Concluſion: I mean The Aadreſs of the 
Governor, Council and Aſſembly of Barba- 
does, preſented to his Majeſty on the Suc- 
ceſs of his Arms againſt the aforeſaid 
Iſland of Guadeloupe : A Piece which 1 
preſume Capt. Gardiner muſt have never 
heard of before; and which J queſtion if 
even you, Sir, have ſeen, though ſo con- 
ſiderable a Share of the Exploit, which it 
is meant to celebrate, was your own. But 
I muſt defer inſerting this Addreſs a while, 
till it ſhall meet me in a more proper 


Place: I mean, when I ſhall bring it to | 


anſwer mere than one Cavil at our Con- 
duct. And in the mean time, I beg you 
to reſt aflured, that you will find the firſt 
Charge againſt our Country, of our Abuſe 
of the Britiſb Officers employed on the 
Expedition, to be as falſe, as you could in 
Charity with to ſee it for our own Sakes 


only; and as little founded, as in your own 


conſcious Bravery, and Experience of 
the Bravery of thoſe under your Com- 


mand, 
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mand, you muſt think it ought to be for 
your s and their Sakes too, 

Nor has the next Charge brought a- 
gainſt us, though with as little Ceremony 


as the former, any thing better to ſupport 


. 
It 


cc 


« * 


than the Author's poſitive Aſſertions. 

« We lamented (by his Account) the 
Interruption of an underhand Com- 
merce with the religiouſly neutral Iſland 
of St. Euſtatia, withing the Commo- 
dore and the General, the Troops, . 
and the Squadron at the Dl, for diſ- 

turbing the friendly Harmony, and 
innodent Correſpondence of the French 
Engliſpomen at one Place, (meaning 
Guadaloupe,) and the Dutch Engliſhmen 
at the other, (that is St. Euſtatia,) for 
unreaſonably breaking in upon what 
might with ſome Propriety be called 
the French Engliſh Trade of the Ca- 
ribbees eſtabliſhed, that is the tranſ- 


* porting of French Sugars on Dutch Bot- 
_* toms, belonging to Engliſo Owners, a 


Sort of Traffick carried on through 


1 1 * right brotherly Intercourſe of the 


« Marti nico 
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« MartinicoPlanter, and the St. Euſtatia 
*© Captain of a Schooner, &c. &c. N 
Now to ſhew you how little this un- 
diſtinguiſhing Writer is Maſter of his 
Subject; with how little Regard to Truth 
or Decency he throws out his Abuſes on 
all alike, without attending ſo much as to 
Probabilities in the Diſcharge of it; I muſt 
here obſerve, that although ſuch an un- 
derhand Trade might be carried on be- 
twixt ſome of the Leeward Iſlands and 
St. Euftatia; yet betwixt this Iſland and St. 
 Euſtatia, it was not probable any ſhould, 
both on Account of the Diſtance of our 
Situation from each other, and of the 
Diſadvantage of a loaded Veſſel's turning 
up ſo far to windward, as from St. Euſtatia 
to Barbadoes. Theſe are Circumſtances 
which muſt render a Traffick of this kind 
with any Merchants here exceedingly pre- 
carious; and indeed within my Knowledge 
of the Trade of this Iſland, a Period of 
ſome Years, I do declare I never once 
heard it ſo much as ſuſpected amongſt us. 


And if there ever was really ſuch an 
illicit 
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Allicit Trade carried on, as the Author 
charges, from Antigua, or any of the 
other Iſlands in her Neighbourhood, ſure 
J am, that the Charge againſt the whole 
Community of any on that Account muſt 
be unjuſt and injurious; ſince to the principal 
Inhabitants, I mean, to the chief Poſſeſſors 
of Lands and Plantations in thoſe Iſlands, 
ſuch a Trade muſt have appeared ex- 
tremely hurtful; muſt have lowered the 
Prices of their own Produce ; and have 
been conſidered, as well as puniſhed on any 
Diſcovery, as tending to the Prejudice of 
the general Intereſt of their Country, and 
to the Reproach of their particular Go- 
vernment. 

In this Light I think every candid and 
impartial Perſon ought to view the Con- 
ductof a People, under the Circumſtances 
here charged upon thoſe Iſlands: But I 
am ſorry to find that we of Barbadoes, 
under ſome late Circumſtances too near 
reſembling the foregoing, I mean, on the 
Diſcovery of an illicit Trade carried on 
between this Iſland and Martinique, by 
B the 
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the way of St. Vinceni's, could not, even 
by our Neighbours of Antigua, be allowed 
the ſame generous Quarter, as I have been 
here ready to give to them. I am ſen- 


ſible with thoſe who would have been 


glad to fix a ſtain of Infamy on Barba- 
does, upon the Score of theſe illicit Tra- 
ders, that the Honour of a Community 
does certainly depend upon the Conduct 


of its Inhabitants, But is the general Re- 


putation to be injured by the Baſeneſs of 
a few Particulars ; eſpecially when that 
Baſeneſs is proteſted againſt by the gene- 
ral Voice of the Community, and nothing 
leſs than the whole Weight of Govern- 
ment thrown into the Scale againft it? 
Here then let me aſſert the Part which 
has been taken by the Legiſlature of Bar- 
badoes, upon the very firſt Occafion given 
them to ſhew their Zeal in ſuch a Cauſe ; 
and from thence, Sir, and not from any 
dirty Publications that have got abroad, 
for Purpoſes too glaring not to be diſ- 
cerned, though too groſs to mention, let 
the 
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> the Publick judge of us, and our Aﬀecs 

cClions, on ſo critical a Subject. 
As ſoon as our Governor was made ac- 
quainted with the Detection of this illicit 
Trade, and had laid the Buſineſs before the 
Council and Aſſembly, it was unanimouſly 
reſolved by the whole Legiſlature, to bear the 
Expences of carrying on the Proſecutions a- 
gainſt two Offenders pointed out to them, 
at the publick Charge, and moreover to de- 
Fray the Expences of any other Proſecutions 
that ſhould be hereafter commenced and 
carried on for 'theſe Offences, where the 
offending Party ſhould be convicted, af the 
hke Charge: adding witha! Rewards of 
100%. to be paid out of the prblick Trea= 
fury, to each Perſon voluntarily giving 
Evidence upon theſe Occafions, ſo as to 
cauſe the Party to be convicted, agreeable 
to a Proclamation iſſued by our Governor to 
| that effect. Nor need I to confine myſelf, 
| for the Proofs of our Deteſtation of this 
illicit Commerce, to the united Endeavours 
of the ſeveral Branches of the Legiſlature 
for the Suppreſſion of it: I could, with 
; B 2 equal 
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equal Truth and Pleaſure, appeal to ths 
Exertion of ſome private Influence that 
has appeared, in one Inſtance to the Diſ- 
countenance of the Abettors of that Trade, 
and in another to the Detection and Pro- 
ſecution of the Offence itſelf. 

Thus I hope I have cleared my Coun- 
try of every Imputation on this Side ; and 
I ſhould have been glad to have dropt 
the preſent Argument in this Place, but 
that I find it impoſſible to let it yet go, 
whilſt I hear one Fact inſiſted on, which 
my Silence might be conſtrued into a 
Readineſs to allow. This is, that the 
% Enemy have in a great meaſure been 
© enabled to fit out the great Swarms of 


« Privateers which have infeſted theſe 


« Seas, from the Supplies they have re- 
« ceived from this Reſource;” viz. from 
the Correſpondence carryed on by many 
of theſe Traders from Barbadoes with his 
Majeſty's Enemies at St. Vincents. Now 
it is next to impoſſible, that theſe Supplies 
could have been ſo conſiderable, as they 
are here charged to be, They could not 


well 
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well have been more than the Surplus 
of what found a good Market in Barba- 
does, and ſo not ſufficient for the Purpoſe 
of fitting out more than a few Priva- 
teers. But the great Swarms of theſe 
Plunderers, which like Locuſts have de- 


voured the Fruits of our Trade from 


every Quarter of the Globe, could have 
been brought upon us only bythe gain- 
ful Trade of Prizes; and could have 
been fitted out only by the vaſt Num- 
ber of Proviſion Ships from Ireland and 
North America, that have been taken and 
carryed into Martinique by thoſe induſtri- 
ous Cruizers, for ſo long a Time together. 
From this Cauſethe Prices of Proviſion of 
all Kinds have been full as high in Barba- 


does, in one long lamented Period, as at 


Martinique; and conſequently all the Pro- 
fits, and with the Profits all the Temp- 
tation to that pernicious Traffick, were 
then taken away. 

I ſhould make you ſome Apology for 
this Digreſſion, if I could really think it 
one, Theſe intereſting Particulars were not 
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indeed a Part of what I firſt engaged in; 


but they aroſe ſo naturally out of the Sub- 
ject, that my Neglect of them, when there 


was ſo fair an opening, might have been 


conſtrued to the Diſadvantage of my 
Country ; eſpecially by thoſe who are 
upon the watch, to put the worſt Con- 
ſtruction upon every thing that relates to 
us in the moſt trifling Article, If what I 
have been juſt advancing in the Defence 
of our Community ſhall ſeem at all eſſen- 
tial to the Point, I hope I know your 
Heart too well, to fear I have been weary- 
ing your Attention ; indeed I think I know 
it well enough, to believe I have done no 
more than given a pleaſing Exerciſe to 
your Benevolence by the Excurſion, | 
I now return to Capt. Gardiner; but 
here the next Paragraph that meets me in 
his Preface is ſo extremely ſhocking, fo 
void of Truth, ſo wanting in the common 
Sentiments of Humanity, that I was 
glad to put off the evil Moment of ad- 
verting to it as long as I could. It contains 
one of thoſe Charges, of which the accu- 
ſed 
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ſed knowing themſelves not only entirely 
innocent, but in their Hearts utterly a- 
verſe to ſuch Crimes, inſtead of anſwering 
the Accuſation, ſtand amazed at the Ef- 
frontery of their Accuſers, and ſuffer 
their Silence for a Time to paſs for their 
Conviction. This really ſeems to be the 
Caſe of my Countrymen on their preſent 
Arraignment. For as a ſenſible and ju- 
dicious Friend of mine, (the ſame worthy 
old Gentleman who had here the Ho- 
nour of entertaining General Barrington 
under his Roof; and whoſe hoſpitable 
Door, ſtill open to every Stranger that 
puts on the Appearance of the Gentle- 
man, was at length darkened even by Capt. 
Gardiner's Preſence; as he] ſay,) in ſpeak- 
ing of this Paragraph obſerved to me, 
this Charge againſt our Country, after all 
that we have done to ſerve the Army, 
reſembles the Charge of Murder againſt 
a Man, who had actually riſqued his own 
Life in Hopes of ſaving the deceas'd. But 
take the Author's own Words exactly 
copyed from the Preface, 

B 4 & Some 
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te Some of them too” (vis. the Peo- 
ple of Barbadocs) * are ſaid to have Plan- 


ce tations of their own at Martinico; and I 


* am not ſingular in my Opinion when I ole 
© believe, that we left many an aching Wh. 
& Heart behind us at Barbadoes, the Day low 
te the Squadron failed for Port Royal; wh 
© not out of an affectionate Concern for ; (WI 
te the Number of brave Fellows of their pre 
ce Country, who were going in a way to of 
ce be knocked o' the Head in a few Days, old 
© but for fear the Enemy ſhould not be Wi 
te ſtrong enough to beat their Brains out, T 
« as faſt as they could wiſh, when they ' ſer 
© came there; trembling for Poſſeſſions ſtr 
« held under a French King, and from 6 
© which they yearly drew their treaſon- Pe 
able Rents and Profits, paying Duties at bl: 
te a Port belonging to the moſt natural te 
* Enemy of their Country, and increa - m 
* ing the Revenues of a Prince at open 3 
„ War with their Sovereign.” | = tl 
Now what will Capt. Gardiner ſay for ae 
himſelf, when I tell him that the People | 
of Barbadoes ate ready to cloſe with him = \ 
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on the Point, and come to this ſhort Iſſue 
Fi without a further Argument: that if he 
can name with any Sort of Proof one ſin- 
| gle Perſon out of our whole Community, 
' who has landed Property of any Value ſo 
low as 51. per annum in this Iſland, and 
who poſſeſſes too any Eſtate at Martinique; 
(hich I mean not to confine to the Time 
preſent, but will allow him any Number 
of Years paſt, within the Memory of the 
oldeſt Perſon living in Barbadoes;) then 
will we confeſs ourſelves to be that Set of 
Traitors and inhuman Villains he has de- 
' ſcribed us. But ſhould the contrary upon the 
ſtricteſt Scrutiny appear; then ſhall Capt. 
Gardiner acknowledge himſelf to be a 
Publiſher of the groſſeſt Fal ſhood and the 
blackeſt Calumny, that ever was commit- 
ted to the Preſs, againſt an innocent Com- 
munity, by the moſt hardened Libeller. 
This is but a fair Challenge; and if 
the Captain is a Man of Honour he will 
accept it; or he will own himſelf to have 
been miſtaken, and expoſe the Wretch or 
Wretches, that have deceived him by ſo 
ij > ſcandalous 
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ſcandalous a Report. For ſurely I cannot 
bring myſelf to think, that any Man like 
Capt. Gardiner, bred to the Profeſſion of 
Arms ſo naturally inculcating a generous 
and open Sentiment; one too, who by 
his Learning ſhould be acquainted with 


the Virtues, that adorned the brighteſt 


Names in all Antiquity; and who, if he 
really knows his noble Patron, and has 
kept his Eye on the Example of his much- 
loved General, muſt have ſeen how ami- 
able thoſe Virtues look tranſmitted into 


living Characters; I ſay, I cannot tell how 


to think, that ſuch a one could be him- 
ſelf the Inventor of a Tale, that tends to 
blacken ſo many thouſands of his Fellow- 
Subjects, rob them of their Sovereign's 
Favour and the Nation's Love, as well as 


fink them into Contempt with all the 


World beſide. 


After ſuch a Paſſage as the foregoing, 
does the Author deſerve to be any further 


regarded? After being confuted in ſo groſs 


a Charge againſt our Country, can any 


thing he ſhall afterwards be pleaſed to 


charge 


Bra 
| out C 
him, 
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1. us with, do otherwiſe than confute 
af ? And may I not now proceed, with- 


out deigning to take further Notice of 
| unn, to my principal Deſign; which is to 
give you a ſhort Detail of the Steps that 


were taken in Barbadoes on the Arrival 


of General Hapſon and the Army, and of all 


that followed after their Departure for Mar- 


tinique, and during the Expedition againſt 


Guadaloupe, in the Courſe of our Endea- 
vours towards afflſting them in the Service 
on which they were embarked. By theſe 
Facts, and theſe only, ſhewn by publick 


Records, or evidenced by a Cloud of Wit- 


neſſes, J hope our Country will be judged; 
and not by any of thoſe idle or malicious 


Stories, publiſhed on the one hand in the 


moſt daring Manner, or carried about on 
the other in a leſs generous, becauſe in a 
leſs open Way; all equally falſe, though 
not all equally flagrant and incredible. 

Ibe Armament under General Hopſon's 
Command arrived in Barbadoes, as you may 
remember, on the 3d of January. In the 
Fvening of the 4th that General delivered 
a Letter 
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a Letter from Mr. Secretary Pitt to the 


Governor, then ſitting in Council which 


he had called for the Occaſion, recom- 
mending to his Excellency, to give the 
General and the Army what Aſſiſtance 
could be obtained for them in this Iſland. 
The General then opened his Demands; 
the principal of which were for a Num- 
ber of Draught Cattle, for the Purpoſe of 
drawing the Cannon, heavy Baggage, &c. 
upon the Army's landing in the Enemy's 
Country; and alſo for a Reinforcement of 
500 of the Natives, to be officer'd by our 
own Countrymen, and to receive their 
Commiſſions from our own Governor. To 
both theſe Demands his Excellency and the 
Council expreſſed a ready Aſſent. But in 
regard to the Draught Cattle, the General 
was ſoon made ſenſible, that theſe would 
not anſwer his Purpoſe in the Country he 
was going to attack, for Reaſons which it 
is needleſs to ſet down here, as they were 
fully ſatisfactory to the General the very 
Moment they were mentioned: Vet in 
the room of Cattle, an Offer was made 


of | f 
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dt 500 Negroe Slaves, whoſe Laboat 
was better adapted to the Services re- 
quired; and the ſame was chearfully ac- 
cepted by the General. The Reinforce- 
ment of 500 of the Natives being likewiſe 
agreed to by the Governor and Council, 


the moſt effectual Methods were reſolved 


upon for raiſing the Men; and Commo- 
dore Moore, who was preſent, promiſed 


to leave Tranſport Ships, with a Convoy, 
to carry them down; for it was particu- 
larly agreed upon, and minuted, that this 
-Reinforcement was to FoLLow, not Ac- 


COMPANY, the General and the Army. 
In Conſequence of the former Reſo- 


lution to ſupply the General with the 


Negroe Men, Notice was given of it 


every where to the Inhabitants; with the 


Particulars of the Terms ſettled betw ixt 


the General and the Council, for the Hire 
of thoſe Slaves, and for ſecuring the Va- 


lue of ſuch of them as ſhould be loſt in 
the Service. And here a Circumſtance 


falls in my. way much to the Honour of 
dur Governor, which it would ill be- 
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the Occaſion, By theſe Means, though 
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come me to paſs over: On a Diſſatisfac⸗ 3 | 
tion expreſſed by ſome of the Owners of 


the Slaves, concerning the Security given 
by General Hopſen alone, in Behalf of the 


Government, to reſtore the Value of ſuch ; | 


Loſſes as might be ſuſtained by them in 
their Negroes being killed or hurt; and on 
the General's ſignifying the ſame to Go- 
vernor Pinfold, his Excellency very rea- 
dily joined his own Security for the Satis- 
faction of the Country. I ſhould be want- 
ing alſo to the worthy Members of the 
Council Board, if I were not on this Oc- 
caſion to remark the particular Zeal they 
ſhewed in carrying this Buſineſs into 
Execution; not only by their earneſt Re- 
commendations to their ſeveral Friends 
to furniſh the expected Quotas; but like- 
wiſe in giving their perſonal Attendance 
in different Parts of the Country, to ex- 
amine the Goodneſs of the ſeveral Negroe 
Men offered from the Neighbourhood, 
rejecting or certifying in their Favour, 
as they found the Slaves fit or not for 


the 


- Hind 
ſever 
jecte⸗ 
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; . are not to blame on the Occaſion. 
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4 he Contribution was altogether volun- 
Fary, upwards of 360 Negroe Men were 


provided, and embarked on board the 


Fleet, which failed upon the 13th; 
and 40 more followed in a Twenty- 


gun Ship on the 15th. Nor was there 


| any Doubt but the whole Number 


would have been provided ina few Days, 
had there been Ships of War left be- 


ind to carry them down to the Army; for 
ſeveral were offered on the 16th, but re- 
jected, becauſe the Captain of the only 


Man of War remaining, who was ap- 
pointed to wait for the Hoſpital- Ship then 
miſſing, but hourly expected, had refu- 
ſed to take any of theſe Slaves on board; 


and from that Time Notice was given, 


that no more oſ them were to be received. 
But with reſpect to the Reinforcement 


ot coo of the Natives, which was alſo 
Promiſed, I am ſorry to ſay that the Event 
Was not in that Inſtance equally ſucceſs- 


fal; yet I am rejoiced at being able to 
aſſert with Truth, that the People of Bar- 


But 
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But as the'true Cauſes of that Diſappoint:l 5 . | 
ment, not more bitterly complained of 
by ſome of the Gentlemen of the Army, 


than warmly remonſtrated againſt by the 
Repreſentatives of our People in their 


General Aſſembly, ſeem to lie amongſt 
thoſe hidden Myſteries - of State, which 


vulgar Eyes are not permitted to pry 
into; far be it from ſuch a Writer as my- 


ſelf, to offer to diſturb them by his im- 
pertinent Reſearches. Indeed it little con- 
cerns me, or my Cauſe, «who are the 


Perſons juſtly to be charged with theſe 
Miſcarriages; ſo that I can but ſhew my 
Country is entirely clear of it. It will be 
ſufficient for ny Purpoſe, for vindicating 


the Honour of my native Country, if I: 


can ſhew by a Series of indiſputable Facts, 


that She has done her Part on this Oc- 
cafion ; though not indeed fo fully, nor ſo 


much to her own Satisfaction, as ſhe 


wiſhed, and was prepared to do, when ſhe 
was ſuddenly, I had almoſt ſaid, inde- 


cently checked, in the very Moment that 


r 
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the grand Scene was on the Point of 


being opened to our View. 
All that is before recounted to have 


been done, towards the Afiſtance of 
General Hopſon and the Army, was 
confined to the Act of the Governor and 
Council; the Houſe of Aſſembly having 
had no Share in the Honour of any of 
their Conſultations. But now that the 
important Buſineſs of raiſing Men to go 
upon the Expedition was undertaken, it 
became abſolutely neceſſary to call that 
Body together; fince without their eſpe- 
cial Aid and Concurrence, nothing of this 
kind could be effected. The Houſe was 
therefore called to meet upon the 1oth, 
and the Army was to depart for the Ex- 
pedition on the 13th: Too ſhort an In- 
terval, as it appeared upon the Meeting 


of the Aſſembly; from the Reſult of 


which ſo much was to be looked for ; and 


from which all, and even more than all fol- 
lowed, that was reaſonably to be expected. 
But think not, that I am here going to 
object to the too haſty Departure of the 
& Arma 
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Armament from Barbadoes; on the con- 
trary, I lamented with yourſelf, and all the 
other gallant Spirits, on the Wing for 
Glory, that your Stay in this Ifland had 
been unavoidably made fo long. I mean 
only to ſay, how much I lamented with 
every Member of the Aſſembly pre- 
ſent, that heir Body was not called to 
meet a few Days ſooner than it was; 
ſince an earlier Meeting, though it had 
been no earlier than on the 8th, would 
have been attended with greater Satisfaction 
to themſelves, at leaſt, if not with more 
Advantage to the Cauſe. 

Vet whatever Inconveniencies mzght have 
happened from the Delay, I will be juſt 
enough to ſay, that I believe none did: The 
Forces to be raifed in this Ifland were to 
FOLLOW, not ACCOMPANY, the Army ; and 
ſo the Difference of a few Days only, inthis 
laſt Particular, was of little Conſequence in 
regard to them. And in reſpe& to the 
Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, if they were 
at firſt uneaſy, in thinking they had too 
little Time allowed them to deliberate; 
8 1 they 
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they were ſoon ſatisfied, in ſeeing they had 
wherewithal left them to determine; ſince 
determine they did, at once, moſt loyally 
to give up every Conſideration of their 
more immediate Intereſts, to the Glory of 
the Britiſh Arms, and to the happy Oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing their entire Devotion 
to his Majeſty's Pleaſure. Ds 

And here, Sir, that our Country may 
not loſe what little Merit we have to 
claim from that Day's Proceedings, for 
the want of their being placed in a juſt 
Light before the publick Eye; I beg to 
ſhew the Difficulties, that lay before the 
Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, in an honeſt 
Execution of the Truſt repoſed in them 
by their Conſtituents; to make it conſonant 
with the Duty, which they owed to their 
Sovereign, and their Mother-Country. 
By certain Laws in being amongſt us, 
: eſſentially neceſſary for preſerving the 


Credit of our Trade, as well as eſtabliſh- 


ing the Civil Powers of Government; no 
Perſon is allowed to go off the Iſland, 


4 : before he has had his Name put up in a 


3 certain 


1 

certain conſpicuous Place in the Secre- 
tary's Office, for at leaſt 21 Days toge- 
ther, in order to give publick Notice of 
his Departure; or before he has given in 
Security at the ſaid Office, for the Pay- 
ment of all ſuch Debts, as he ſhall happen 
to be underwrote for. On his complying 
with one, or the other of theſe Requiſites, 


he obtains a Ticket ſigned by the Go. -- 


vernor ; without which, no Captain of 
any Veſſel can preſume to take him away. 
And by the ſame Laws it is provided, that 
no Perſon can aid or abet any Debtor to 
get off the Iſland, before he has ob- 
tained the aforeſaid Ticket, without be- 
coming liable for the Payment of ſuch 
Fugitive's Debts: And moreover the 
Debtor himſelf, if ever he returns to the 
Iſland, becomes ſubject to a capital Puniſh- 
ment. 


Such were the Obſtacles in the Way 
of any Attempt, to inliſt a Number of 
Men upon the preſent Expedition; to in- 
liſt them (1 ſhould ſay) with any Proſpect 
of their engaging in it; ſince the Time 

would 
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would not allow of the Men's Names 
being put up for 21 Days; and as moſt or 
all of them were in Debt, few or none 
could find Security to give inat the Office, 
that they might obtain their Tickets. It 


Was therefore with a View to remove 


theſe Obſtacles, that the Legiſlature met 
upon the 1oth, and brought themſelves 
into one Conference of the Governor, 
Council, and Aſſembly, on the Occaſion. 

I ſee no Reaſon why I ſhould not here 


confeſs, I had my Share in this Tranſaction ; 


ſince, with ſo much more Propriety, I may 


then avow the honeſt Motives, which 


united the three different Branches of the 
Legiſlative Body, in their Reſolves that Day. 

The Neceſſity of granting ſuch a 
Reinforcement, as had been promiſed to 
the General, was firſt urged by the Go- 
vernor and Council, and readily admit- 


ted by the Aſſembly. The Impediments 
juſt mentioned, to our granting this Rein- 
forcement to any Effect, were the next 
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Subject of our Conſideration; and a Suſ- 


penſion, or Repeal of thoſe Laws, by which 
theſe Reſtraints were laid, in favour of 
C 3 as 
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as many as would enliſt. to go on the 
Expedition, was the Step reſolved upon in 
Conſequence. 

Yet think not, that we were inatten- 
tive to the Miſchiefs, that muſt una- 
voidably ariſe, to ſome Parts of the Com- 
munity under our Care, from ſuch a Reſo- 
lution ; ſince this would be highly unjuſt to 
us, who truly felt all the Regard we owed 
to thoſe, who were to become the greateſt 
Sufferers by the Event. Many were the 
| Inſtances we expected to ſee, of private 
Fraud, and publick Scandal, given by thoſe 
who would be induced to face the Enemy 
in another Country, only from the Joy of 


turning their Backs upon their honeſt Cre- 
ditors in this. Nor was the Evil to be 


confined to Individuals ; the Publick muſt 
feel a Loſs too in fo large a Draught of 
Men, perhaps ſome of the beſt Men, from 
our Militia, already in too weak a State to 
allow of any Diminution. Nor laſtly, 


was it in the Militia only that our Loſs 


would be perceived, or moſt perceived; 


it was in the working of our Plantations; 
in the Attendance neceſſarily given to our 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral Buildings at Times by theſe People, 
in order to ſecure them from the Plunder 
of our Negroes, that the Services of our 
white Men were moſt required; and at 
that particular Seafon of the Year, the 
want of them would be moſt regretted. 

You muſt not imagine, I ſay, that theſe, 
as well indeed as many other Inconveni- 
ences, to which our Country would ſtand 
expoſed, did not occur to every Member 
preſent on this Occaſion. The Diſadvan- 
tages muſt be evident in the Minds of 
all ; though the Danger might have been 
ſeen in the Apprehenſions only of a few, 
For my own Part, I will be candid enough 
to confeſs all my Fears at once, Shock- 
ed at the Thoughts of giving a publick 
Sanction, to any Inſtances of private In- 
jury and Fraud, I trembled for the Credit 
of the Iſland, when the Door ſhould be o- 
pened to every Debtor that would fly from 
Juſtice; and pained by the Proſpect of 


private Miſery in every Pariſh, I dreaded 


4 
; 
; 


the Deſertion of the only Member in 
many a poor numerous Family, that was 
C4: capable 
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capable of labouring for their daily Bread. 

Under ſuch a Train of melancholy Con- 
ſequences, I could not but conſider the 
Meaſure, we were about to take, as a Step 
that would precipitate us into a Gulf, of 
which I could not ſee the Bottom; yet 
into which I fondly accounted it a Virtue 
to plunge my Country, rather than not 
embrace the happy Moment, to evince 
her Zeal in ſuch a glorious Cauſe. With 
every other Member therefore in the Le- 
giſlature, I moſt chearfully gave my Vote 
for paſſing the Law propoſed ; which was, 
that all Perſons (without Limitation of 
Number) who would enliſt to go upon 
the preſent Expedition againſt the French 
Iſlands, ſhould be permitted to depart, 


without obſerving any Formalities re- 


quired by former Acts; and from the 
Publication of this Law, (which was in an 
Hour after the Houſes were broke up,) 
ſhould be entirely free from any Arreſt or 
Proceſs of Law for Debt, of any Amount 
whatever: And moreover, that the ſame 
Privilege and Liberty ſhould be extended 


to 
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to all Priſoners then in Goal for Debt, 


not exceeding the Sum of 300 Il. And 


ds it was by this time publickly known, 
that the Commodore had retracted his 
former Promiſe, of furniſhing Tranſports 
for the Forces to be raiſed in this Iſland, 
- faying, that he found he could not ſpare 
them; the Legiſlature diſdaining to avail 
themſelves of any Excuſe, for not comply- 
ing with their Part of the Engagement, 
then agreed to furniſh Tranſports at the 
Expence of the Country, and to purchaſe 
Proviſions for the People that ſhould en- 
liſt, to ſerve them from the Time of their 
embarking, till their Arrival in the Ene- 
my's Country, and joining the Army ; - 
added to all which, for the Encourage- 
ment of our People to enliſt, it was fur- 
ther agreed to pay 20 8. out of the Pub- 
lick Treaſury to each Man, as ſoon as he 
appeared on board. 
I think, Sir, I may in this Place pro- 
nounce, that all, that could be reaſon- 
ably expected from the Legiſlature, was 
now done; and that more than this, would 
not 
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not have been conſiſtent with the Free- 
dom of our happy Conſtitution. Let us then 5 
look without Doors for the Conſequences 


of theſe Proceedings within; and we 
ſhall ſee the Spirit amongſt the People 
moſt readily ſeconding the Ardour of 
their Repreſentatives, and the ſuperior 
Powers. The Law in favour of thoſe, 
who would enliſt for the Expedition, was 
publiſhed (as I have obſerved) in the 
Afternoon of the 1oth, and by the Even- 
ing of the 12th, no leſs than 212 Men 
appeared at the appointed Rendezvouz, 
and gave in their Names to be enrol- 
led for the Service ; and great Numbers 
beſide were ſaid to be coming down 
from the more diſtant Parts of the Iſland, 
in order to join their Countrymen on this 
Occaſion : all glad of quitting their im- 
poveriſhed Tenements, in an Ifland vi- 
ſibly declining in its Wealth, with a 
View of betaking themſelves to the 
ready Buſineſs (for ſo they flattered their 
Imaginations) of Conqueſt and Poſſeſſion 


in a rich Enemy's Country ; free from 
the 
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the Duns of Creditors; diſengaged from 

8 the Care, as well as Burthen of a Family; 

and more than all, moſt happy in having 
no Diſtruſt of their good Fortune, 
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Judge then, what mult have been the 


' Diſappointment, the Chagrin, of theſe poor 


Fellows ; what the Mortification of their 


Officers; and how great the Surprize of 


every body round them; when on the 
13th in the Morning, that the great Ar- 


mament was under Sail for the gloriouſly 


intended E nterprize, theſe Men and Offi- 
cers were ſuddenly diſmiſſed, by an Order 
from his Excellency Mr. P:nfo/d! No 
Reaſon was afligned by that Order; but 


as there was no Convoy left to carry 
the People ſafe down to Martinique, it 


was concluded, all Defign of taking any 
Forces from this Iſland was laid aſide. 


Bitter were the Reproaches on this Pro- 
ceeding, and various the Conjectures con- 


cerning the true Cauſe of it. That the 


Commodore ſhould leave no Convoy, 


could not be from his having no Con- 
voy to leave; becauſe there was a Man of 


War 
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War actually left behind, to bring the 
Hoſpital Ship down, as ſoon as ſhe ap- 
peared in Carhfle Bay: but the Commo- 
dore (it was faid) refuſed to leave Orders 
with her Captain, to ſtay ſo much as four 
Days certain for our People; on the 
contrary, if the Hoſpital Ship appeared 
off the Bay, even in an Hour after the Fleet 
had ſailed out of it, he was to come 
away with her immediately. This Be- 
haviour in the Commodore, was then 
ſaid to ariſe from General Hopſon's be- 
coming indifferent to the Junction of our 
People, after the Arrival of the High- 
landers, which ſeemed to be an unex- 
pected Reinforcement ; and it is certain, 
that the General was pleaſed to tell one 
of the Gentlemen of our Council, that 
he thought, we had better d:/cip/ine our 
Men, before we ſent them after the Army, 
But from whatever Spring this Treat- 


ment of our Country proceeded—this 


blunt Diſmiſſion of our Men after we had 
gone ſuch Lengths to raiſe them—it be- 


hoved the Gentlemen of the Aſſembly, 
as 
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as Guardians of the pulick Honour, as 
well as of the publick Intereſt, not to let 


5 it paſs without Inquiry. Accordingly up- 
' 1 on the Meeting of the new Aſſembly, 
= which happened in a few Months after, 


his Excellency having thought fit to 
ſpeak to them upon the Subject of this 
Expedition, the Houſe moſt eagerly 
catched at the Occaſion, of remonſtrating 
upon that ungenerous Uſage of their 


Country. His Excellency in his Speech 


was pleaſed to open himſelf in theſe 


Terms. 


«© The powerful Armament his Ma- 
e jeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to 


— © ſend into theſe Seas, to defend the 
= © Rights of his Crown; to annoy the 
* K Enemy; and to protect the Trade and 
Commerce of his Subjects; muſt have 
® © made the deepeſt Impreſſion on your 
= © Minds, and is a convincing Proof of 


* his invariable Care and Regard for 


theſe his Dominions, and of his un- 
* wearted Endeavours to produce a 
© ſpeedy, 


HP 


« well as the publick Act we then un- 
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e ſpeedy, an honourable, and a laſting 
« Pacification.“ 

In return to this, the Aſſembly in their 
Addreſs expreſſed themſelves, as follows. 

« Tt was with Hearts [thus] faithfully 
te diſpoſed, as with Minds deeply impreſ- 
* ſed with the Importance of the Oc- 
« caſion, we met your Excellency in the 
© late Aſſembly (compoſed of the fame 
% Members, except one Gentleman, who 
« have the Honour to make up the pre- 
« ſent) on your Excellency's firſt Sum- 
© mons, after the Arrival of that power- 
« ful Armament from England, which 


« you are pleaſed to mention ; in order 
* to concert ſuch Meaſures as might be 
«© moſt effectual to aſſiſt them in their 
«« grand Deſign. And to your Excel- 
« lency's own private Obſervation, as 


« animouſly paſſed, we can appeal; 
« whether in all which was at that time 
* propoſed to the Aſſembly, we did not 
„ give you, Sir, the moſt convincing 

; &« Proofs 
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* Proofs of ſuch an earneſt Attention to 
4 «© his Majeſty's Service, and his Royal 
2 < Pleaſure, as ſoon prevailed over every 
2 © partial Attachment to our more im- 
e mediate Intereſts? And whether in 
2 « the Concluſion of that Day's Proceed- 
0 ings, we had regard to any other Con- 
e ſequence, than to the Succeſs and Glory 
of the Britih Arms? Yet, why all this 
% Zeal and Loyalty in our Legiſlative 
Body, why all that Ardour which fo 
immediately appeared upon it in a 
Number of 'our brave Inhabitants, 
, eager to inliſt and join the Forces on 
tee the intended Enterprize, ſhould have 
e been ſo ſuddenly diſappointed ; our 
Aid to every Eye rejected, and our 
„Men diſmiſſed without Excuſe ? This 
* is a Queſtion which, though your Ex- | | 
cellency, no leſs injured as we imagine | 
than ourſelves, may not indeed be able | 
*. if * to reſolve, is what it now behoves this 
8 ; # Houſe to offer; thus called upon as 
« | wie are for juſt and grateful Sentiments 
5 MX of our Sovereign's Favour, of late fo. 
* i « graciouſly 
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« graciouſly extended to theſe diſtant 


©« Parts of his Dominions.” 
I know that in the Minds of many o 


your Corps at Guadaloupe, if not in yout 5 
own, a ſtrong Jealouſy prevailed, of our 


Country's not being in earneſt about the | 


Grant of this Reinforcement of the Na- | : 


tives; but ſurely, Sir, in this Paragraph 


of their Repreſentatives Addreſs, the Spi- 
rit of Earneſtneſs and Truth breaks out! 
too ſtrongly, not to take off every Im- 
putation of that Kind from as, what- 
ever might remain upon others in the 
Concluſion. The 2ye/tion muſt be thought 
a plain, and honeſt one; but I will not "1 


anticipate what you are to think of the 
Reply.—Yet in order that you might 


be neceſſary to obſerve; that his Excel- : 


lency had, in another Part of his mY 
to the Council and Aſſembly, recom-F 
mended the putting our Militia into a| 
better Order and Diſcipline : yet this was 
recommended in general Terms one 3 
without the leaſt diſtant Application to 9 
any 


cc 
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any thing in the preſent Buſineſs: as may 
be ſeen in the Speech itſelf, at this time 
in the Hands of our Agent, ready to be 
produced when called for.--And in general 
Terms too it was the 4fſembly promi- 
ſed their Attention to that Point, parti- 
cular only in a handſome Compliment to 
his Excellency, when after touching up- 
on the Difficulty and Delicacy of the 
Undertaking, they ſaid, they flattered 
themſelves with the Hopes of being yet 
able to accompliſh it under his Admi- 
niſtration,—Surely nothing in is Article 
could have poſſibly given his Excellency 
any Offence ; and it was far from us, at 
the time of agreeing to our Addreſs, to 
ſuſpect, that any thing in the former 
could have been taken in ill Part—but 
you will judge of the Temper of his 
Excellency's Anſwer by its Contents. 

« The Neceſſity of putting the Militia 
cc into a reſpectable Condition is moſt evi- 
e dent, and will prove the moſt effec- 
* tual Method to prevent any future 


10 Diſappointment, when your Aid and 
D * Aſſiſtance 
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« Aſſiſtance may be required. I depend 
on your ſtrict Attention to a Meaſure 
« which ſo nearly concerns the Repu- 
ce tation and Security of this Iſland.” 

I have ſaid, that the Queſtion in our 
Addreſs was plain and honeſt ; but who 
will ſay for the Reply, that it was direct 
or ſatisfactory. The Houſe of Aſſembly 
have unanimouſly voted it to be other- 
wiſe; and therefore I may preſume in this 
Place, to uſe my Reaſon, with my natural 
Freedom, upon the Subject; eſpecially 
when the Honour of my Country 1s ſo 
evidently ſtruck at, in the obvious, and (I 
will be bold- enough to call it) ungene- 
rous Infinuation, conveyed under ſuch a 
Return. 


And here, how the Want of a reſpect- 


able Condition in our Militia, can be 
given as a Reaſon for diſmiſſing a Num- 
ber of Men, that had been demanded, and 
raiſed, to join the Army as a Reinforce- 
ment; is what I am at a Loſs to find 


out. The Demand was for a Number 


of Men, not for a Regular Body ; for ſuch 
was 
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was not to be looked for in Barbadoes: and 
it was in the Light of Irregulars only, 
they could hope to be accepted or made 
uſe of. I muſt therefore inſiſt, that had 
we been a Nation of Indians only, yet ex- 
pert in taking Aim with a Firelock, 
Light of Heel, and accuſtomed to the 
Climate, the Service of our People on 
ſuch an Expedition, in ſuch a Part of 
the World, would have been acceptable; 
though the Name of a Militia had been 
never ſo much as heard of amongſt us, 


Thus much is juſtly due to our Men: 


and now for the Officers (there being 
three only appointed to have Command in 
this ſmall Body, viz. a Colonel, Lieutenant 
Colonel, and Major) ey were equally 
unexceptionable; the two former were 
young Gentlemen of Fortune, and the 
Major a Man of Experience in the Pro- 
feſſion of Arms: all of the Governor's 
own Appointment; and all- afterwards 
thought deſerving of his Excellency's and 
the Council's Thanks, joined with thoſe 
of the Aſſembly, for the Tender of their 
D 2 Service 
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52 
Service upon this Occaſion. But it may be 
ſaid, and with too much Truth too, (for it 
was ſpoken to one of the Gentlemen of the 
Council) that General Hopſon had thrown a 
ſlight upon our People for being defective 
in Diſcipline; though, by the Way, Inever 
heard that they were reviewed by Gene- 
ral Hopſon, any more than by the Go- 
vernor: yet it is alſo certain, that the brave 
and fortunate General, who ſucceeded to 
the Command of the Army upon the 
Deceaſe of Hop/on, did them the Ho- 
nour to apply for their Aſſiſtance, un- 


diſciplined as they were; fince he had 


the Judgment to know, that for the 
Service of Rangers, into Parties of which 


the Forces were of Neceſſity to be 
continually formed ; theſe white-jacket 


Fellows, uſed to their Guns in the hot 
Sun for Days together, and ſparing in 
their Diet, were equal, I will not preſume 
to ſay ſuperior, to the regular Troops. 
How then could the Fault, of theſe 
People not being ſent down after the 
Army, be imputed to the State of our Mi- 
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litia, bad as it may be? For whatever 
Difficulties might have appeared on that 
Side at firſt, or in the Courſe of raiſing Men; 
all theſe were happily ſurmounted; and 
the Men ſtood ready in a Body for the Ser- 
vice. The Repreſentatives of their Coun- 
try, therefore, could not; without ſeemihg 
blind to the true Senſe of Things, as 
well as dead to all the Spirit of Freedom ; 
ſuffer ſuch an Inſinuation, to the Diſad- 
vantage of the Community, to paſs without 
a proper Obſervation, 
The Houfe therefore, in leſs than half 
an Hour's Debate upon the Subject, came 
uanimouſly into the following Reſolution. 
« Reſolved, 

« That the Anſwer, ſent down by his 
« Excellency to that Part of this Aſſem- 
© bly's late Addreſs preſented to him, 
« relating to the Diſappointment of the 
« Officers and Men who appeared ready 
« to join his Majeſty's Forces on the 


* 


4% intended Enterprize againſt Martini- 


« que, and the other French Iſlands, is 
6 by no means ſati factory. 
D 3 But 
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But natural as this ſpirited Reſolution 
was in the Aſſembly, and unneceſſary as 
any Sanction may be thought for it; yet 
to give the fulleſt Conviction to yourſelf, 
and the Publick, upon this Head; I am 
rejoiced at the Opportunity, of inſerting 
the Opinions of three of the elder Mem- 
bers of Council alſo; which may very 
well paſs for an Opinion of the Majority, 
at leaſt, of that Board, upon the preſent 
Queſtion.— This, Sir, appears in a Let- 
ter from the Committee of Correſpon- 
dence, compoſed of three Members of 
the Council, and four of the Aſſembly, 
to their Agent in England; where, after 
enumerating the ſeveral Particulars before 
related, in the Juſtification of our Coun- 
try, vig. the Steps we had taken to raiſe 
the Men, and the Succeſs attending 
thoſe Endeavours; General Hapſon's Ex- 
preſſion, which mark'd his Indifference 
about our-People; and the Commodore's 
Refuſal, either to furniſh Tranſports in 
the firſt place, or leave ſo much as 4 
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Convoy in the laſt; from whence it was 
ſuppoſed, his Excellency's Diſmiſſion of 
the Men enſued : after all theſe Particulars, 
the Gentlemen of the Committee proceed 
to ſay 3 | 

te But here we cannot kelp expreſſing 
** our very great Surprize, at obſerving 
* the Anſwer his Excellency was pleaſed 
* to return to the Addreſs of the Aſſem- 
ce bly; which indirectly lays the Blame 
« of the Diſappointment complained of, 


concerning the Forces from this Iſland, 


« upon the want of a more freſpectable 
© Condition in the State of our Militia. 
« Now, in what manner his Excellency 
« can reconcile this Charge upon cur 
© Community, with the foregoing Par- 
© ticulars, (for the Truth of which we 
« might preſume even upon his own 


« Teſtimony) we are at a Loſs to ſay. 


« However, the Aſſembly, immediately 
« upon the reading of that unexpected 
% Anſwer to the Queſtion, which they 
« thought themſelves obliged, in Duty 


« to their Country, to offer in their Ad- 
D 4 « dreſs; 
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te dreſs; came unanimouſly into the fol- 
* lowing Reſolution.” 

Then giving the aforeſaid Reſolution, 
in the Terms expreſſed as above, they 
conclude with this pertinent and juſt Re- 
mark: And how far this Reſolution is 
* conſonant to the Tranſactions we have 
e before related, and 7o the very ftrong 
& Appearances of Blame, which lye with 
te others in the Courſe of them; we leave to 
te the Deciſion of every impartial Judg- 
f ment.” | 

Now, permit meto return to theTimeof 
the Fleet and Army's proceeding on the Ex- 
pedition; and the Diſgrace put upon our 
Countrymen, by ſuch a ſtrange Diſmiſ- 
ſion. And here, rejected and repulſed, in 
our very warmeſt Efforts for the Cauſe; it 


* 


La 


- _ would not have been ſurprizing, if we had 


repaid the Mockery and Contempt, that 
had been ſhewn us, by a ſuitable Diſregard 
and Indifference, to whatever related to 
the Expedition, for the Time to come. 
But this was not the Temper of Mind, in 
which we parted with ſo many ofour brave 


Fellow- 
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; Fellow- Subjects; who, at the Riſk of their 
Lives, were going to plant Laurels in our 
| Neighbourhood, on ſo difficult and dan- 
gerous a Ground. 

In Truth, our Reſentment, warm as it 
Was, was yet confined to a few; and the 
many ſhared nothing, but our warmeſt 
| Wiſhes for their Safety and Succeſs, We 
lamented indeed, that we had not been 
permitted to affiſt the Army, in all that 
uwe were diſpoſed to do: yet we were not 
the leſs diſpoſed to ſerve it ſtill, as far as 
the Occaſion offered; and where thoſe, 
who had the Power to controul, would 
| ſhew an equal Pleaſure toconcur, and carry 
© Into effect. 

With our Eyes then anxiouſly fixt upon 


your various Fortune; and with Hearts 
that faithfully beat to every good or ill Re- 


port, that found its way from you to Bar- 
badbes; we reſolved, upon the firſt Notice 
of your Diſtreſs, for want of freſh Provi- 
| fions for the ſick and drooping Soldiery, 
to ſend a generqus Supply, without Delay, 
to Guadaloupe, Accordingly in the Houſe 
be Aſſembly, where the Thing was moved 


for, 
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obliged to furniſh ſuch a Number of 


58 
for, a Committee was appointed to draw up 
a proper Bill for the Occaſion; and Notice 
being given to the upper Houſe, then ſit- th 
ting, of our Intention, and the Propoſal cer 
being moſt chearfully embraced, a Com- , 


mitteeof the Council was joined to us, in or- 
dertoafliſt in bringing in the Bill: And we 
were ſo happy, as not only to ſee the Meaſure Þ 
paſs moſt cordially within Doors, but uni- | 
verſally approved and applauded without. 

By this Law, the Inhabitants were 


Pounds of live Mutton, Beef, or Poultry, = 
in Proportion for the Number of Acres M | 
they poſſeſſed; limiting this Contribution ol 


to the Poſſeſſors of no leſs than 50 Acres feath 
of Land; that none might feel the Weight ome 
of it, but thoſe, who were perfectly well F —_ 
able to bear it; and thereby too moſt hap- Ft 

pily ſerving the poorer Inhabitants, Who pt : 
upon ſo large a Demand of Poultry, im- Le P 


mediately raiſed the Prices upon the Weal - . 8 
thier, and got a lucky Penny by the Bar-] NO 
gain. A like proportionable Quantity ol ” fuch : 
theſe Proviſions was laid upon the Owner proof 
| of Mai 
19e 
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| of Houſes in the Towns, of ſuch an yearly 
> | Value; properly limited with Regard to 


— the Houſholders of an inferior Order: and 
certain Penalties were provided, to inforce 
59 C Obedience to the Law. 

'- F But ſuch was the Chearfulneſs, with 
2 


which this generous Supply was raiſed; 
that a much greater Quantity of theſe 
| Proviſions were ſent down to the Receiver, 
than what the Law enjoined ; few People 
of the larger Poſſeſſions contributing ſo 
| little as their Quota, and ſome Particulars 
almoſt doubling their Proportion. By this 
Means, however, great Numbers of the 
feathered Stock died, ſoon after they were 
put on board the Veſſels, for want of pro- 
per Rom. The amount of the Proviſions 
enjoined by Law, was computed to ſome- 
thing near 1100/, and the Charge of 
- tranſporting them to Guadaloupe, which 
was paid out of the publick Treaſury, 

amounted to 400/. 

N Now, Sir, although I ſhould not urge 
ſuch a Tribute as this, as any extraordinary 
Proof of our Loyalty and Zeal for his 
| Majeſty's Service; yet ſurely I may inſiſt 
0 upon 


3 
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upon it, as an Inſtance of a truly benevo- 


lent Spirit, that preſides amongſt us, to- 
wards our Fellow- Subjects; and which 


entitles us to a very different Character, 


from what our new Acquaintance Capt, 
Gardiner has taken ſo much Pains, to give 
of us to his Friends in England. Such a 
a Bounty as I have mentioned, and be- 
ſtowed in ſuch a lively Manner, muſt 


have flowed from Hearts, indeed, very 


differently affected from What that gloomy 
Gentleman has depictured, viz. aching, 
e not out of affectionate Concern for 
« theſe brave Fellows of our Country, 
« who were going in a way to be knock'd 
te on the Head, but for fear the Enemy 
ſhould not be ſtrong enough to beat 
„their Brains out as faſt as we could 
« with.” Inhuman Sentiment ! ſuch as 
our very Slaves are Strangers to; and 


* 


which, with one Conſent, we throw with 


Indignation back again, to the one only 
ſavage Breaſt we know diſpoſed to foſter, 
as being ever capable of conceiving it. 


You will excuſe me, that I am going N 


to 
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to dwell any longer on this Subject, I 
mean, the Preſent of Proviſions to your 
Army ; which I know, in Point of De- 
licacy, I ought to drop as ſoon as poſſible. 
But I fear I ſhall be deficient in the preſent 
Duty, which I have laid upon my Pen, if 
I decline, in Honour to the Iſland, to pub- 
liſh the Thanks, which you, Sir, and the 
Commodore, were pleaſed to ſend us on 
this Occaſion ; and which we received at 
the Hands of our Governor. I beg leave 
therefore to ſet down here, the laſt Sen- 
tence in his Excellency's Speech to the 
Council and Aſſembly, (which was intro- 
duced before,) that contains this generous 
Return; fince a very material Purpoſe will 
be ſerved, by ſome of the Contents of a 
Paragraph in the Addreſs of the Aſſembly, 
in anſwer to this Part of his Excellency's 
Speech; which I ſhall take the Oppor- 
tunity of inſerting, after what imme- 
diately follows. 

The Acts lately paſſed for the Aſſiſt- 
* ance and Support of his Majeſty's 
« Forces, are evident Proofs of your 
« Teal 
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0 Zeal to promote his Service, and your 


% Readineſs to encourage thoſe engaged 
te in an Expedition of great Importance 
to the Publick: And it is with Plea- 
te ſure I embrace the Opportunity not only 
te to declare my entire Satisfaction to that 
« Part of your Conduct, but alſo to in- 
« form yee that I am deſired by the Ge- 
te neral and Commodore to return yee 
the Thanks of the Army and Navy 
« for that ample, kind, and moſt ſeaſon- 
tt able Supply.” 

Here, although highly -ratified with 


this Teſtimony, of your kind Acceptance 
of our late well-meant Endeavours for 


the Army's Service; yet we were far 
from being ſatisfied with what we had 
done to aid the Expedition, ſhort as it was 
of our Ambition to be honoured with a 
nobler Share. By the ſame Ship, which 
brought us the firſt certain Account of 
the Diſtreſs of the Army for want of 
Proviſions, we had your earneſt Appli- 
cation (upon ſucceeding to the Command 
at Guadaloupe) for a Reinforcement of 


Men 
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Men from this Iſland; accompanied with 
your Orders to the King's Agent, to hire 
tranſport Veſſels, and purchaſe Proviſions 
for them at the King's Expence, and 


alſo to allow them 20s. for each Man, 


or their embarking: And the Law, which 


had been made in Favour of the People, 
| who were deſirous of enliſting upon this 


Service, upon the firſt Arrival of the Ar- 
| mament, ſtill ſubſiſting in its full Force; 


our Governor, on this Occaſion, had 


Drums beating through every Town, 
for Volunteers to join the Army, as had 
been propoſed before. But ſuch, and ſo 
great was the Spirit of Reſentment amongſt 
the People, on the Remembrance of their 
late ill Treatment; when they were called 
upon for the ſame Occaſion, and when 
they obeyed the Call with an Alacrity fo 
| ſhamefully abuſed; that no Endeavours 
could prevail on them, to look that way 
again: and I believe I am within the 


Truth, when I ſay, that not one Man 
appeared, to offer to enliſt, in any of the 
Towns throughout the Ifland. 

This 
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This was a painful Circumſtance to every 
Well-wiſher to his Majeſty's Service in Bar- 
badoes ; and ſo particularly grievous to the 
Houſe of Aſſembly, that when they came 
to cloſe their Addreſs to the Governor, 
with ſome Return for the polite Acknow- 
ledgments, that were made the Iſland by 
yourſelf and Com. Moore; their Diſſatis- 
faction could not be reſtrained from 
breaking out, in ſome few ſhort, but bitter 
Lamentations, on the Score of this their 
ſecond Diſappointment. In Reply then 
to the laſt Part juſt quoted of his Ex- 
cellency's Speech, the Aſſembly conclu- 
ded their Addreſs to him in theſe expreſs 
Terms.” 
« The Act ſo lately paſſed for raifing 
« a large Supply of freſh Proviſions for 
te the Uſe of his Majeſty's Forces, is an 
« undeniable Evidence of the Truth of 
de that Zeal, which ſtill continues to ani- 
* mate our Legiſlative Body for his Ser- 
vice on this great Occaſion. But we 
* cannot, without Grief, obſerve, that 
Spirit of Enterprize in the Inhabi- 
5, tants, 
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fe tants, which ſo well ſeconded our 
© former Efforts to aſſiſt the Army, now 
e fo fatally depreſſed by the firſt unfor- 
te tunate Repulſe, as not to be raiſed 
te again by all your Excellency's late En- 
© deavours for that deſirable End. We are, 
© however, happy to find that the Sup- 
“e ply of live Stock, ſent down to the 
« Support of the Army and Navy at 
© Guadaloupe, proved both an ample 
© and a ſeaſonable Relief to them, and 
ec had obtained ſo grateful an Acceptance 
© from their Chief Commanders ; yet 
&« pleaſing as the Acknowledgements of 
« the General and Commodore, on this 
« Occaſion, ate eſteemed to be, we feel 
ce the Pleaſure, Sir, conſiderably height- 
© ened to us, by the engaging Circum- 
e ſtance of your Excelleney's own Ap- 
te plauſe.“ 

From this Period to the Time of the 


Reduction of Guadaloupe, I confeſs, I have 
nothing better to ſay in Behalf of my 


Countrymen, than that they continued in- 
ſtant with their good Wiſhes for your Sue- 
E ceſs. 
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ceſs. But when the News of that arrived, 
if Capt. Gardiner Preface is to be truſted, 
nothing but Diſcontent and Diſſatisfaction 
was to be ſeen amongſt us ; the Conqueſt 
was cryed out upon as inglorious ; and 
the Officers concerned in it reproached 
with Virulence. How ſhocked methinks 
I ſee my Countrymen, as they review this 
Charge againſt the Iſland! For if the 
Writer of the preſent Letter, has yet 
been able to acquire the Credit he has 
ſtudy'd to deſerve ; you have here his Word 
for it, and this can be atteſted by a thou- 
ſand Witneſſes in Barbadoes, that the very 
Reverſe of what the Captain charges is the 
Truth. Never did any Occaſion ſpread 
2 more univerſal Face of Joy over a 


Country, than did the News of the Capi- 


tulation of Guadaloupe over this Iſland. 
On the Evening that it was brought, 
the Town was illuminated ; the Mob got 
together to huzza ; and their Betters aſ- 


ſembled to drink Healths. In one Houſe 


particularly in the Town, no leſs than 
50 of the principal Merchants and Gen- 


tlemen 


» 
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tlemen in the Neighbourhood met; and 
with its hoſpitable Maſter, one of the moſt 
loyal Servants of the Crown, long known 
amongſt us, poured off their full Libations 
in Honour to the Occaſion; and to the 
Health of every worthy Officer engaged 
in it, that in their Hearts they thought 
deſerved the Tribute of their grateful 
Offerings. And ſoon after this, the whole 
Legiſlature agreed to join in one Addreſs 
of Congratulation to his Majeſty, upon the 
ſame joyful Subject. D 

That there were Diſcontents, howeve 
to be obſerved amongſt us, about the ſame 
Time, and on the Score. too of ſome Part of 
the Advices we received from Guadaloupe, 
with the Advice of its Surrender, I ac- 
knowledge : But I muſt inſiſt, that none 
of theſe Diſcontents aroſe from any Diſ- 
ſatisfaction with the Movements, that 
were under your Command ; nor did we 
complain the Conqueſt was incompleat, 
for any thing that could be ſubdued by 
your Attempt. The Objects of our further 
Wiſhes, lay not within the Reach of Muſ- 


quetry; nor would yield to the moſt 
E 2 home 
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home Impreſſions of the Bayonet. We 
had therefore nothing on your Side, to take 
us off from the ſincereſt Joy and Gratu- 
lation; and we admitted not any thing 
from a different Quarter to ſuppreſs it. 
As for the Terms of the Capitula- 


tion; whatever might be the Objections 


raiſed againſt them in any of the other 
Iſlands, (which I know not of); ſure I 
am, that no Cavil, no Murmur, was ever 
heard amongſt the People of Barbadoes 
upon that Account. We had none of us 
our Bags ready for any unwarrantable, or 
ungenerous Purchaſes at Guadaloupe ; and 
therefore we felt no Diſappointment at 
not coming in for any Share of the Spoil : 
on the contrary, we looked upon the Sur- 
render of Guadaloupe, on the Conditions 
agreed to by yourſelf, as a moſt deſirable 
Event. We were ſenſible, that an entire 
Conqueſt of the Iſland, and an utter Ex- 


pulſion of the Inhabitants, was a Work 


too great for the little Force under your 
Command; and we were far from being 
determined in our own Minds, that ſuch 


al 
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an Event would have been the moſt 
eligible, had the Event been even in our 
own Election. Such a Reduction of the 
Country, might have ſerved particular 
and private Intereſts, I own; but that the 
general Intereſt, the Good of the Nation, 
would have been promoted by it, I am 
not ſo clear. Sure I now am, the Nation 
feels, and greatly feels, the Benefit of the 
- Acquiſition, under the preſent Tenure; 
and that the bare Sovereignty of the Iſland, 
is not the only Advantage, which the 


Kingdom of Great Britain reaps from the 


Poſſeſſion of Guadaloupe. Had the old 
Inhabitants been expelled, and only our 
own People permitted to make Settle- 
ments; conſidering the Diſperſion of the 


Negroes, the ruined Condition of the E- 


ſtates, and the utter Demolition of the 
Town; how long mult it have been, before 
a new Colony could have compenſated to 
to the Nation, for the Charge and Blood- 
ſhed it muſt have coſt, to gain, and af- 
terwards keep Poſſeſſion of the Iſland? 
Whereas by taking the Dominion only of 
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the Country into our Hands, every thing 
returned again at once into its former flou- 
riſhing State; and not only the Crown en- 
joys the Fruits of it in a plentiful Revenue 
from their Produce, but the Trade of the 
Nation finds a wonderful Increaſe from 
ſuch a Vent: So that whatever Bounty 
really flowed from you to the poor con. 
quered People in the Articles of Capitu- 
lation, 1 conſider as returning back again 
to your Country, in the full Tide of 
Wealth and Opulence, that has newly 
riſen to its trading Intereſt from this 
happy Source. 

Here was the honeſt Ground of our 
Exultation at your Succeſs. But Captain 
Gardiner will be ſurprized at my Report, 
and be led perhaps to doubt the Truth of 
it, from a Recollection of his own gene- 
rous Argument, to prove that we muff 
have repined at the Reduction of any of 
the French Iſlands in our Neighbourhood ; 
becauſe e feared a' Reduction in the 
Value of our Plantations, in our own 


* fands, as fo great a Quantity of Sugar 


« would 
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te would then be added for the future to the 
« Engliſh Market, which of courſe would 
ce beat down the Prices of that Commodity to 


« them.” This Evil we indeed had Rea- 


ſon to fear; nor is it the only Evil we 
might complain of, fince the taking of 
Guadalupe. We have ſeen all the Caſh 


drained out of our Country, to be carryed 


down thither, to purchaſe the Produce of 
that Ifland at cheaper Rates than we can 
afford our own ; and we can get no Pro- 
viſions landed here for Sale, after the 
Veſlels loaded with them, have made this 
their firſt Port in the Weft-Indies from 
North America; unleſs we will agree to 
give the higheſt Prices for them ; ſuch ag 
ſhall amount to ſomething like a Premium 
to the Traders, for obliging us with the 
Preference ; confident as they always ſeem 
to be, of finding a better Market for their 
Goods, if they would proceed with them 
to Guadaloupe. And even after we have 
yielded to their own Prices for the Pro- 
viſions, we muſt ſubmit to the yet harder 
Terms, of having our Rum and Sugar re- 
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fuſed by them in Payment ; and nothing 
but our Caſh will ſerve their Purpoſe. 

Such have been the Diſadvantages we 
have laboured under in Barbadoes, ſince 
Guadaloupe was in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Engliſh. And if ſuch has been the Lot be- 
fallen us, from the Acquiſition of one 
conſiderable Iſland belonging to the Enemy 
in our Neighbourhood ; what may be the 
unhappy Conſequence of Barbadoes, ſhould 
we acqure another : If we ſuffer thus from 
Guadalcupe, what may we not expect to 
feel; ſhould her fair Siſter Martinique be 
be added to our Conqueſts, and become 
a ſecond formidable Rival to the Intereſts 
of this poor, barren, and perhaps deſerted 
Ifle ! Yet behold the Virtue of our Legi- 
ſlature; not only rejoicing with their So- 
vereign, for the Succeſs of his Arms againſt 
Guadaloupe; but wiſhing, nay preſuming 
to recommed it to his Majeſty, to puſh the 
Conqueſt on to Martinique. This, Sir, 
you will ſee in the following Addreſs ; but 
you will find by it, that we have better 
tlopes, than what might be collected from 
the 
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the foregoing Account of a compleat Re- 
duction of the French Iſlands near us. 
For prejudicial as the Acquiſition of them 
muſt prove in part to the immediate In- 
tereſts of Barbadoes; yet to let them, un- 
diſturbed as formerly, remain and proſ- 
per in the Hands of the Enemy, would 
in time be far more detrimental to us : 
In the Hands of the Engliſb, they would 
lop off ſome, or all indeed, of our luxu- 
riant Boughs ; but with the French, they 
may at length deſtroy us Root and 
Branch.— The following is the Addreſs I 
promiſed you in the former Part of my 
Letter; and which (except in one aukward 
Line that I ſhall mark, the Effect of Jea- 
louſy at beſtowing Praiſe where, in the 
original Deſign, it was not meant) I 
hope I may be juſtified in ſaying, does 
Honour to our Country, equally for the 
Elegance of its Compoſition, as for the 


Spirit of Loyalty and national Love, that 
breathe in it throughout. 


To 


1741 


To the KING. 
May it pleafe your Majeſty, 

« We your Majefty's moſt dutiful Sub- 
ct jects of the Iſland of Barbadoes; the 
* Governor, Council, and Repreſenta- 
« tives of the People ; humbly beg leave 
© to congratulate your Majeſty upon the 


* Succeſs of your Arms, in the Reduc- 


te tion of the French Iſlands of Gua- 
* daloupe, Grande-Terre, Deſeada, and the 
% Saints. 

* The diſtinguiſhed Valour of the 
© Soldiers of Britain, has gloriouſty main- 
e tained its Character in this important 
« Conqueſt, nor has that of ſuch of the 
& Seamen as were in Action upon this Oc- 


© cafion been leſs glorious, while the Ad- 
te vantages ariſing to our Mother-Coun- 


* try; the greateſt. Security of theſe her 
&« Colonies; the Loſs to France, and the 
« Diſtreſs to the reſt of her Poſſeſſions 
tc in theſe Seas, are illuſtrious Teſtimo- 
ce nies of the great Wiſdom of your Ma- 
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jaſty's Councils, in the Deſtination of 


the Enterprize. 

« Nor is that Wiſdom leſs conſpicuous 
in the Plan of the Execution. In vain 
had the Rigours of Winter ſuſpended 
the Activity of your Majeſty's Forces 
at home: the natural Powers of a 
maritime Kingdom were exerted ; and, 
anticipating the ſlow Return of Sea- 
ſons, the War was immediatcly car- 
ried into Summer Countries. At the 
ſame time the Heats of our America 
were mitigated, and the Refreſh- 
ments in the greateſt Plenty : while 
other the moſt prudent Meaſures were 
concerted, to preſerve the Health of 
the Army in a ſultry Climate, fo fre- 
quently fatal to the Troops of Europe. 
© Theſe Cares; humane, as wiſe; have 
been bleſſed by Providence with a 
happy Event : and the Enemy, diſap- 
pointed in their Hopes from Sickneſs 
and Diſeaſe, have been compelled to 


yield to the Bravery And Conduct of 
your Majeſty's Forces. 
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« We pray your Majeſty to permit us 
to hail this firſt Succeſs, as only a pro- 


pitious Beginning. We truſt to be 


entirely delivered from our moſt dan- 
gerous Enemies in Time of War; and 
our moſt ſucceſsful Rivals in Time of 
Peace, No more then, will the Royal 
Attention be fatigued hereafter, with 
our Complaints of Uſurpation and In- 
croachments: No more, will the Re- 
dreſs, not to be denied in Europe to your 
Majeſty's warm Remonſtrances, be 
eluded in the Veſt-Indies; by mean 
and no doubt, pre-concerted Evaſions 
and Subterfuges. 

« Conſcious of your Majeſty's paternal 
Care of theſe diſtant Parts of your ex- 
tenſive Dominions, our Hearts over- 
flow with Gratitude ; and we indulge 
a ſoothing Reflection, that the attentive 
and capacious Genius, which thus averts 
or alleviates the Calamities of War, 
will be employed in the Days of Peace, 
to make us a happy and a flouriſhing 


Colony. 


That 
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* That your Majeſty's Arms may be 
* univerſally ſucceſsful, till their Glory 
„ ſhall be crowned by a ſolid Peace, is 
« the conſtant Object of our ardent 
« Wiſhes. May every other Felicity at- 
« tend your Royal Perſon and Progeny, 


\.  « that can be granted by Heaven to the 


« Prayers of the moſt loyal and grateful 
«© Subjects, for the beſt and moſt benefi- 
« cent of Kings.“ 


Prompted to this Performance, by no 
Ambition of diſplaying my Talent as a 
Writer ; I have been looking impatiently 
for the happy Moment, happy to you 
too, when I might lay down my Pen. 
But being engaged thus far, and in fo 
good a Cauſe, I own I feel a little of that 
Ardour, which is ſo ſtrongly painted by 
the Latin Poet, where he deſcribes the 


Chief ; 
Nil actum reputans, fi quid ſuper eſſet agendum. 


I cannot account any thing J have ſaid to 
be of Moment, whilſt any thing of Mo- 


ment 
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ment yet remains for me to ſay. And 
now I muſt declare to you, that provok- 
ing as Captain Gardiner's abuſive Preface 
is; and fait as the Occaſion is from thence 
to enter upon this Defence; I ſhould 
have yet declined the Taſk, on too many 
private Conſiderations of ſufficient Weight. 
Unuſed to ſuch bulky Labours of the 
Pen, and lying under Diſadvantages, 
which, whilſt they rob me of the Power 
of raiſing my Subject into Eſteem, will 
not yet procure me the Indulgence that 
I ſtand in need of from the Publick ; I 
ſhould have gladly held by any tolerable 


Plea, to ſave myſelf from ſo much Trouble. 


But the Sight of a private Letter from 
England by the laſt Fleet, has left me 
without Excuſe; and I muſt think it 
but a trifling Sacrifice which I am about 
to make to my Country, that of expoſing 
myſelf to the Brunt of Criticiſm, for the 
Sake of ſaving her from Scorn and De- 


teſtation 
By this Letter I underſtand, that the 


Publick of Barbadoes have been ſecretly 
| arraigned 
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arraigned before ſome Men in Power 
particularly one, whoſe good Opinion we 
have been uncommonly anxious to de- 
ſerve ; by Perſons too, from whom 
we had the leaſt Reaſon to expe& ſuch 
an unworthy Office; by thoſe, who 
even do us the Honour to profeſs them- 
ſelves our Friends, and acknowlege 
to have received a few ſmall Favours 
at our Hands; but urged by a Love 


of Juſtice, and a Zeal for Truth, they 
could not, forſooth, diſpenſe with the 


ſuperior Obligations of their Duty to 


confeſs all they know. What apt Infor- 


mers ſuch good Men would make to 
ſerve the Purpoſe of a Spaniſh Inquiſi- 
tion! But I am inclined to think they 


have miſtaken the Road to Favour, under 


a Britiſb Adminiſtration, eſpecially under 
the preſent; to whoſe Virtue we impute 


it ſolely, that theſe ungenerous Reports 
have failed to make their full Impreſſion. 


But in Pity to the unhappy Perſons I 
| have mentioned, that they may not any 


longer remain under a deluded Senſe, 
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and hold themſelves obiged in Conſcience 
todeclare what they proteſt is a Concern to 
them to know; I will here in order pub- 
liſh the ſeveral Articles of their Charge 
againſt us; and then, in the ſame good 
Order, ſhew the World and them the 
Falſhood or Abſurdity of each. And be- 
ing ſeriouſly diſpoſed to convince theſe 
Men, as well as to inform the World of 
our Integrity ; I muſt beſpeak their rea- 
dier Attention upon the Score of one 
Aſſurance, which I think proper to ſet 
out with, that I intend to reſt my Proofs 
on ſomething better than mere poſitive 
Aertions; ſince I am well aware that 
theſe Perſons of all others, muſt be moſt 
ſenſible of the Weakneſs of that Kind of 
Teſtimony to allow it any Force. 

Theſe Charges, although bitter againſt 
the Publick, come ſweetened with the 
Compliment of an Exception to ſome 
few Particulars; who had the Honour of 
an Acquaintance with theſe Perſons; but 
who have the good Senſe, to diſavow the 
Diſtinction in their Favour, and to de- 

clare, 
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clare ; that as they had a Share in the 
Councils of their Country, they muſt 

i think, the Cenſure caſt upon her Conduct 
reflects Diſhonour on themſelves. 

| e Tt has been ſaid (fo writes the faith- 


ful Correſpondent) * that although theſe 
* Individuals in Barbadees were not 
« wanting in Zeal for the Cauſe (mean- 
te ing the Expedition); yet that the People, 
te as a publick Body; can claim no Merit 


A 


: * from any thing that was done in the 
; „ 1fland, during the Time the Engli/h 
: & Forces remained there. For firſt, Al- 
te though true, we paſſed a moft extraor- 

8 © dinary Act to encourage Men to enliſt 
; *© and join the Army as a Reinforcement, 
| ce we had the leſs to value ourſelves up- 

| © on it, as we repealed that Af? within 

Yl « three Hours after the Engliſh Forces 
ce Jet Carliſle Bay, Secondly, Altho' 

. % we promiſed a Reinforcement to Ce- 
f « neral Hapſon, we required of him 10 ſlay 
; te and detain the Armament in Barbadoes 


* 


ſome Days longer for our Forces, which 
| e the General moſt prudently refuſed to 
: * do. 
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* do. — And Thirdly, Altho' we made 
*© ſuch a Shew of furniſhing this Rein- 
* forcement, we were not in earneft 
« about it; and as a Proof of this, we 
* were ſo unreaſonable as to make a De- 
te mand of the General, which was not in 
© his Power to grant; we demanded Half 
« Pay to be allowed by the Government to our 
© Troops whenever they ſhould be diſmiſſed.” 

Such, and ſo divided is this private 
Aceufation: and now to anſwer it in 
Form; I am utterly at a Loſs to find 
out, on what Foundation the firſt of 
theſe Charges could have been brought 


againſt us; unleſs the Gentlemen,, who 
undertook to be our Accuſers, conceived 


the Governor's D:ſmi/ſion of the Men, 
within three Hours after the Fleet failed, 
amounted to @ Repeal of the Act in fa- 
vour of their going on the Expedition. 
If they did, it is a-Sign they know but 
little of the Conftitution of our Go- 
vernments abroad : and I verily thought, 
that they had been ell acquainted with 
them. But admitting that they conceived 

the 
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the Act to have been repealed in Form by 
the Governor, Council, andAfſembly ; how 
did they ſuppoſe, the two laſt Bodies 
were got together in ſuch a Hurry for this 
Purpoſe ? They were neither fitting on 
that Morning, nor was it the Day they 
were adjourned to meet upon. But per- 
haps they think, that this is ſomething of 
an inchanted Iſland; and that our Gover- 
nors poſſeſs the magick Art of raiſing 
Council and Aſſembly, juſt as Conjurers 
are ſaid to raiſe the Devil in a trice, for 
any of their wicked Pranks.— But to be 
ſerious, if it be poſſible to treat with Se- 
riouſneſs ſo abſurd a Charge; let the Jour- 
nals of each Houſe be carefully examined ; 
and then let it be ſeen, whether any ſuch 
Praceeding, as a Repeal of that Act, is 
upon Record—Let the Act itſelf be care- 


fully referred to, and ſee if it was not 


made to continue in full Force, during the 
whole Time the Expedition was on foot; 
and let it be further enquired, whether 
Attempts were not made, as I have re- 
lated in ſome preceding Pages, to engage 

| F 2 a ſecond 
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a ſecond Body of Men, to offer their Ser- 
vice and enliſt, upon the Strength of this 
very Act, above two Months after the 
Fleetand Army went from hence, on hear- 
ing that the Command devolved on you. 

I hope what I have here offered in 
anſwer to the Firſt Charge, is fully to the 
Point, and ſatisfatory.—l now proceed to 
the Second; and here I might only have 
referr'd you back to that Part of the pre- 
ſent Letter, which mentions, that on Ge- 
neral Hopſon's attending the Governor and 
Council, at their firſt meeting after his 


arrival, it was expreſſly agreed on both 


Sides, that our Forces were to FOLLOW, 
and not ACCOMPANY the Army to Mar- 
tinigue. And in order to prevent any Miſ- 
take about the Matter, this very Article 
of their Stipulation with the General, as 
I have been informed by one of the Mem- 


bers of the Council Board, was minuted 


in the Council Book, and what ſtill makes 
it ſtronger, and difcovers that this Second 
Charge againſt us, © of our requiring 
<« General Hopſan to detain the Army for 

„our 
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* our People,” could not have taken its 


Riſe from the deceaſed General; a Copy 


of this very Minute of Council was given 
into his Hands, by Order of the Board. 


Here then again, I am ſo happy as to 


be able to plead the Teſtimony of our 


publick Records, for our fulleſt Juſtifica- 


tion. | 

I am now come to the Third and laſt 
Article of this private Charge, no leſs 
than that of our making ſo unreaſonable a 
Demand on General Hapſon, (of Half Pay 
for our Forces, after they ſhould be diſ- 
miſs'd the Service,) as plainly ſhewed the 
Infincerity of our Dealing, and ſecret Pur- 
poſe of withholding our Aſſiſtance, An 
heavy Charge indeed! but which you 
will ſee, deſtroys itſelf at laſt by its own 
Weight. Yet ſhall a Charge ſo weighty 
as this is, and againſt a People, . whoſe 
Loyalty and Zeal for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, have never once been ſuſpected 
till this unlucky Buſineſs, be brought with- 
out one Proof, or the leaſt Kind of any 


ſubſtantial Evidence to ſupport it? Since 
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here I do defy the Perſons, that have been 
bold enough to utter ſuch a Slander on 
our Community, to bring ſo much as the 
leaſt Scrap of Authority, to back their 
ſcandalous Preſumption. And yet I mean 
not to reſt the Proofs of our Innocence, on 
the Deficiency of the Evidence to detect 
our Guilt ; I mean by this Challenge, only 
to ſhew the amazing Confidence of theſe 
Accuſers. Thank God! Innocence, (like 
ours on this Occaſion) finds, in the pro- 
vidential Courſe of Things, ſuch Arms 
for its Defence; as thoſe, Who are intent on 
its Deſtruction, little expect to ſee held 
up againſt them, when they come to ſtrike. 
You muſt know then, that ſuch a Report 
of our People's expecting Half Pay on 
their Diſmiſſion, was really carryed to 
General Hopſon ; but by what Means, or 
from whence it came, perhaps the Gentle- 


men, our Accuſers, are the only Perſons 


that can properly inform you. Yet fo it 
was; and although the General did the 
Reporters too much Honour by his Con- 
fidence, he was induced actually to write 

a Let- 
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a Letter to our Governor, to ſignify to 
him, what he had heard, and how im- 
poſſible it was for him to comply with 
that Demand. When the Governor (fo 
little Truth was there in all this Story,) 
ſent for anſwer, that © He was ſurprized 
« how ſuch a Report could come to Gen. 
« Hopſon's Ears, as he aſſured the General, 
© none ſuch had ever reach'd his own.” 
And then proceeded to give the General, 
the fulleſt Satisfaction upon the Point, 
that could be defired ; letting him know, 
« that no Demand of that Kind had 
« ever dropt from himſelf, nor had any 
* ſuch been made a Queſtion of, with 
te either of the other Branches of the Le- 
e giſlature.“ So that General Hopſon muſt * 
have been convinced from thence, that all 
that he had heard upon this Subject, had 
been brought him by nothing better than 
the Breath of common Fame; which, in 
what concerns the Credit of Barbadbes, 
ſeems of late to have been no common 
Lyar. 
But moreover, as if the Governor had 
then 


1 Ec 


* 


225 by the beſt Authorities. 
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would be made of r eli a Report, his Ex- 
. cellency ſent, down the'Generl's Letter, 
with à Coßy of his own «Anſwer, to the 
Cuſtom-Houſe, a Place of genetal Reſort; 
that they might therg be publickly ſeen; 
and that the Publick, {I ſuppoſe,) might 
Join with him in proteſting . the 
groundlefs Rumour, * 

Such, Sir, appears to be the extream ill 
Fortune of our Accuſers, in this their pri- 


vate Charge againſt my Country having 
ſelected only ſuch Stories. IN our Diſcredit, 


i though, indeed, the woH they could 


find, can yet be the readielfig 


_ cufation, as well as what hat 


= 0 publiekly alledged againſt us, wil now, I 


truſt, appear unworthy of the leaſt Re- 
oard ; and be from henceforth remems 
bered, only to the Shame of thoſe, who 
could propagate ſuch Scandal, and to 
the Chagtin of thoſe, who could place any 
Confidende in ſuch wretched Hands. 
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